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arouse imperial ire. The Pope might be trusted to grant
them what they called Ecclesiastical Reform in return for
their alliance to His plans against the Infidel. Caesar
might be trusted to concede extension of their political
power, in return for their allegiance to him as suzerain.
In either case they stood to win something.
Caesar promptly forbade the assembling of the Diet at
Niirnberg. His command was slighted; the Diet sat, and
was attended by a Papal Ablegate. Purely political discus-
sions ensued; and the Diet adjourned before reaching any
conclusion. Then the Elector Albrecht of Brandenberg
found it worth his while to form a strong Caesarian party;
and the Electors of the papal faction were left in a minority.
The cry for Church Reform was raised. The Papacy was
threatened with what it was supposed to dread more than
a General Council—viz., a Pragmatic Sanction,1 i.e., a
definite assertion of Imperial Supremacy. The Electors kept
their proceedings secret, and little news was allowed to
reach Rome, where the curia was determined to resist in
any case.
The cry for Church Reform is a popular one. The ex-
pression of desire for the cultivation and consummation of
the Christian Ideal invariably wins sympathy. It is, perhaps,
a little unfortunate that the soi-disant reformers of the
fifteenth century attached to the word Reform a baser
meaning than that which it bears in the twentieth.
Rome had her champion ready in the Lord Enea Silvio
Bartolomeo de Piccolhuomini, Bishop of Siena, to whom
she entrusted the task of her defence; and that he might
be well-armed with all authority, the Pope's Holiness
created him Cardinal-Presbyter of the Title of Santa Sa-
1 Pragmatic Sanction, term of Byzantine origin, was applied to
Imperial Edicts (T6 TLpaynaTiKdv) containing decrees issued as
Fundamental Laws. The Decrees of the Council of Basilea were
embodied in a Pragmatic Sanction by the Diet of Mainz, 1434; but
at the Council of Vienna, 1448, most of the advantages which it in-
tended to secure for the Church in Germany were abandoned

